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occupied too many key positions, and used their power
to further policies alien to the wishes of the majority of
the German people. During the inflation of 1923, some
Jews with financial connections abroad profiteered in a
shameless fashion and acquired land and property which
the German people now consider to have been stolen from
them. In Berlin, until recently, 33 per cent, of the real
estate in the capital was in Jewish hands. The Jews who
profiteered were generally not the long-settled residents,
but strangers from the ghettos of Poland and Transyl-
vania. But how were the Germans to discriminate?

A rabbi of Czernovitz, Dr. Manfred Reifer, summed
up the situation of his race with great insight in 1933.
His views may have changed since then, but they have
stood the test of time:

" The German Jews," he wrote, " have avoided the funda-
mental questions of history, and have looked at the world
through rose-coloured glasses. They were advocates of
assimilation, they believed in Liberalism, and that anti-
Semitism was a passing phase to be cured by propaganda.
They thought they could evade the course of history by de-
claring themselves Germans of the Mosaic faith, by denying
the existence of a Jewish nation, by severing all the ties that
bound them to Jewry, and by striking out the word ' Zion'
from their prayer books.

"The German Jews fed themselves on false hope, over-
looked reality, dreamed of cosmopolitanism, of the time of
Lessing and Mendelssohn. And this expressed itself in two
ways; either they became Liberals, or they became the
standard-bearers of Socialism. Both fields of activity fur-
nished new food to anti-Semitism.

" In all good faith, to serve themselves and humanity, the
Jews began to reach actively into the life of the German
people. We trusted to the rights of democracy, and felt our-
selves as equal citizens of the State, posed as censors, poured
satire upon the Germans, considered ourselves as prophets,
made revolutions, gave to the international proletariat a
second Bible. . . . The Jew Lasalle organized the masses.
The Jew Edward Bernstein popularized the Marxian ideology;
and the Jews Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg brought